SCHOOL DAYS

lattended elementary school, grades one through seven, al Watssessing
Elernentary School, which was ineasy walking distance of whrsrp (s n ed al 44 Morse
Avenue. Down the sireel to the cross slreef, one block to the park, through the park a
distance of about Pve hundred yards, then a short-biock fo fn@- school. The
playground behind the school was a grave! suface which deall out many a scuffed
knee or eloow. We children gathered on the playground and did our thing, The girls
in their area, boys in theirs, unsupervised until the siren sounded and we would form
lines by class atthe edge of the concrete walk atthe rear of the school. Again, girls in
their lines to the left of the service enfrance and | bovs o the right. Tothe beatof a
drumimer located atthe center of the first floor hall we marched into the schooland on

predetermined routes went o our class cloak room, thence to our assigned desk and
the begining of the days educalion.

The school building was a three story brick bullding with near ground level
basement gicing the appearance of four stories. Classrooms filled the first and second
fivors and the third floor was aken up by an auditorium flanked on either side by two
asstooms. Inthe g Hduatlun picture oh the opposite page Lam inthe second row

canter, fith from left or right and to my left is the dirt of my favor - Louise Kerian - whose
father awned and operated a men’s clothing store at Bloomfield center,

O s ,}, al recess | 'was playing with others on the monkey bars and was "tackled”
by another boy and when | fell hitmy head onh something and suffereda suspected
concusion. | remember mother keening me awake all afterno son, bubdoe notrecall

Qoing fo the doctor so | assume she may have consulied him by elephone,

Cnanother eccasion a neighbor boy and | ended up playing hooky for the
afternoch session. Inthose days we went home for lunch between twelve and one
o'clock. Onihis particular day it was winter and snow was on the ground but melting,
50 a sream of water was coarsing down the sireet at the curb so near the cornor we
decided to build a dam. We Jost all sense of time, but finally took off for school only I
find the playground deserted except for a coal uck and bwo men f‘i'-*l'\ rering coalto the
schools coalbin. All inocence we asked “where are ali the kids?” to which the
obvious answer was that they had all gone inside. Bather than enter and be called
down for tardiness we ook a clcullous routs o his house. 1donTthink his parents
ware ome, 50 we wenl 1o a room that apparently was a play room. AQin time ey by
and when [ went home i was pastmy usual schedule and | had o confess my ema nf
way . Whal punishment was meted out [ do notrecall.

A1 hw durmb me incident was knewn only to me until this time. Schoo! let out for

: ohe day and the morning must have t.»-r:H ing, for | headed home for lunch
untit T got halfway through the park [rsalized Dwas alone and alithe ofher children
WerE | ’!-J"Mlh}h the playground. | sheepishly returned to the playground and meled
into the crovwd.




